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LJReg uest for Contim ietlE xamioation: 
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The applicants respectfully request continued examination of the 
above-indicated application as per 37 CFR 1-114. Favorable reconsideration of this 
application as currently amended and in view of the following remarks is respectfully 
requested. Clams 1-7 are currently active in this case. Claim t has been amended by 
1 0 the present amendment. 

2. Rej ection of claims 1-7 un der 35 US.C 103: 

In the outstanding Office Action, Claims 1-5 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
15 § 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over "Applicant's admission of prior art (AAPA)" in 
view of U.S. Patent 5,859,677 to Watanabe et aL : and Claims 6 and 7 were rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over "AAPA" in view of Watana be et 
aL and U.S. patent 6,788,356 to Song , 

20 Briefly recapitulating, the present invention is directed to a liquid crystal 

display including a plurality of pixel areas. Each pixel area includes a pixel 
electrode formed over a pixel area; a switching element formed on a first gate line; 
and a first Shielding layer directly connected to the first gate line. The electrical 
connection between the shielding layer and the gate line provides an increased 

25 aperture ratio of the TFT-LCD device, a reduced coupling effect between a data line 
and a pixel electrode, a complimentary storage capacitor, and an operative path for 
repairing an open gate line. See the specification at page 3, lines 28-33. Further, 
because the switching element is formed on the first gate line, the pixel area has a 
larger transparent area. See Figures 3C t 3D, and 3E. Moreover, see the 

30 specification at page 6, lines IMS. 
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The Official Action asserts in the second paragraph on page 4 that in view of 
the teachings of Watanabe it would have been obvious to have a light shielding layer 
electrically connected to the first gate line because one would be motivated to provide 
potential stability which serves to suppress l iquid crystal disclination that becomes a 
5 cause for course image appearance and residual image. Applicants respectfully 
traverse this assertion. Applicants also point out that claim 1 has been amended to 

clarify that the first shielding layer is directly connected to the first shielding layer. 

i 

Applicants submit that Watanabe does not teach or suggest an LCD having a 
10 light shielding layer that is directly connected to the gate line. Rather, Watanabe e t 
ah merely leach a gate electrode 1 1 1 electrically connected to pixel electrode 5. The 
pixel electrode 5 and the light shielding layer ! 16 sandwich insulator layers 1 14 and 
1 1 5 forming a capacitor. Because the capacitor is formed between the pixel 
electrode 5 and the light shielding layer 116, the gate electrode 11 1 is not electrically 
15 connected to the light shielding layer 1 1 6. Moreover, the gate electrode 11 6 is not 
directly connected to the light shielding layer. See Figures 1 1 and 17 of Watanabe. 

For the foregoing reasons, the AAPA in view of Watanabe et at. is not 
believed to render obvious the subject matter dellned by Claims 1-7. 

20 

Consequently, in view of the above remarks, no further issues are believed to 
be outstanding in the present application. An early and favorable action is 
respectfully requested. 
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Sincerely yours. 




Date: 



05/30/2006 



Winston Hsu, Patent Agent No. 41,526 
5 P.O. BOX 506, Merrifield, VA 22 1 1 6, U.S.A. 
Voice Mail: 302-729-1562 
Facsimile: 806-498-6673 
e-mail : winstonhsu@naipo.com 

10 Note: Please leave a message in my voice mail if you need to talk to me. (The time in 
D,C. is 12 hours behind the Taiwan time, i.e. 9 AM in D.C. ^ 9 PM. in Taiwan.) 
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